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EXCAVATION OF 41 FY 58 
FAYETTE COUNTY,

TEXAS

By 
John E. Keller 
Texas Highway Department 
P u b l i c a t i o n s  i n  Archaeology 
D i v i s i o n  of Highway Des ign ' 
August,  1974 
Excava t i on  of  41 FY 58,  F a y e t t e  County, Texas 
by John E. Keller 
The site 41  FY 58 was  d i s cove red  on U.S. 71 i n  e a s t e r n  
F a y e t t e  County and r e p o r t e d  i n  1973 by t h e  su rvey  a r c h a e o l o g i s t  
o f  t h e  Texas Highway Department.  Su r f a c e  i n d i c a t i o n s  w e r e  h i gh l y  
encou rag ing  and t h e  s i t e  was recommended f o r  e x t e n s i v e  i n v e s t i g a-
t i o n .  
The site is l o c a t e d  on a g r a v e l  t e r r a c e  above t h e  e x t e n s i v e  
f l o o d p l a i n  of  t h e  Colorado R i v e r .  The s i t e  f a c e s  s o u t h  j u s t  
above a small s p r i n g  em i t t i n g  from t h e  t e r r a c e  g r a v e l s .  Expecta-
t i o n s  were e x c e l l e n t ,  
Under A n t i q u i t i e s  Committee Permi t  f o r  Archaeo log i ca l  I n v e s t i -
g a t i o n  No. 59,  e x c ava t i on  began on J u l y  12 and con t i nued  t o  
Ju ly  16 ,  1974. During t h i s  t i m e  it became appa r en t  t h a t  t h e  s i te  
w a s  f a r  l e s s  e x t e n s i v e  t h an  o r i g i n a l l y  b e l i e v e d  and i n  a h i gh l y  
d i s t u r b e d  c o n d i t i o n .  Disappointment  was enhanced by a  ve ry  s h a l l ow  
dep th  of  d e p o s i t .  On t h e  ave r age ,  c u l t u r a l  material w a s  concen-
t r a t e d  i n  t h e  upper  6" and never  exceeded one f o o t  i n  dep th .  
Below t h a t  l e v e l ,  t h e  c ove r i ng  t o p s o i l  merged i n t o  unde r l y i ng  
g r a v e l  beds .  These g r a v e l s  probably  s e r v e d  a s  t h e  s o u r c e  of  s u i t - .  
a b l e  l i t h i c  materials bu t  p r ec luded  t h e  development o f  s t r a t i f i e d  
p o s i t i o n s  and g r e a t l y  hampered ex c ava t i on .  
C u l t u r a l  m a t e r i a l  appeared  c o n c e n t r a t e d  i n  on ly  one s m a l l  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  k n o l l .  T h i s  a r e a  of  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  had been 
c u l t i v a t e d  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s  a s  a ga rden  be ing  t h e  on ly  sandy 
area on t h e  s i t e  and w a s  i n  a h i gh l y  d i s t u r b e d  s t a t e .  Ma t e r i a l  
had been c o l l e c t e d  from t h e  s i t e  f o r  a number o f  y e a r s  and as a 
r e s u l t ,  d i a g n o s t i c  a r t i f a c t s  w e r e  p r e s e n t  i n  o n l y  sm a l l  numbers. 
S c r e en i ng  t h rough  1 /4  i n c h  mesh r e s u l t e d  i n  r e cove r y  o f  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  material m o s t  o f  which w a s  t h e rma l l y  f r a c t u r e d .  Only 
two d i a g n o s t i c  p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t  t y p e s  w e r e  r e cove r ed :  a Peder-
n a l e s  p o i n t  from t h e  s u r f a c e  and  one  D a r l  b a s e  from e x c a v a t i o n .  
Nine  5 ' x5 '  u n i t s  were excava t ed .  
These materials i n  combina t ion  w i t h  t h o s e  c o l l e c t e d  by local 
ama teu r s  a t  t h e  s i t e  p r e s en t ed  t h e  appea r ance  o f  a p r im a r i l y  
l a t e  s e t t l em e n t .  O the r  materials known t o  have  come from t h e  
s i t e  inc l uded  l a r g e  c r u d e l y  worked b i f a c e s ,  r e t ou ched  f l a k e s ,  
one  l a r g e  p r e s s u r e  f l a k e d  b i f a c e  w i t h  beve l ed  e dge s ,  and  a number 
of f i n e l y  w o r k e d  u n i f a c e s .  
I t  app e a r s  l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e  amount of f l a k e s  and f l a k i n g  
d e b r i s  r e s u l t e d  f r o m  some s o r t  of  workshop a c t i v i t y .  The local 
g r a v e l  d e p o s i t s  would s u p po r t  e x t e n s i v e  l i t h i c  a c t i v i t y .  T e s t  
e x c a v a t i o n s  a t  t w o  o t h e r  s i t e  4 1F Y 5 7 , and  4 1F Y 6 1  d i s c l o s e d  
s i m i l a r  o c cu r r e n c e s  and may i n  f a c t  d e l i n e a t e  a f a i r l y  common 
p a t t e r n  i n  t h a t  s i t e s  on g r a v e l  terraces i n  F a y e t t e  County t e n d  
t o  have  l i t t le  dep t h  and are p r im a r i l y  o f  a workshop n a t u r e .  
Because of its l o c a t i o n ,  i t  w a s  f e l t  t h a t  P a l e o  I nd i an  
a r t i fac ts  migh t  be found.  Such was no t  t h e  case. 
I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  s i t e  proved t o  be a d i s appo i n tmen t .  

